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Role models, mentors, personal heroes—these are the kinds of people 
who can shape us into the sort of person we 
want to be. I’ve always found the concept 
of the role models to be fascinating, and 
a bit dicey. Having someone to look up to 
is comforting, and I genuinely think it can 
make you a better person. It puts a lot of 
pressure on the subject in question though; 
and there’s few pains greater than when 
someone you look up to disappoints you. 
The dynamic gets a bit more complex 
when you look at the relationship between 
people and role models they know and 
interact with on a regular basis, versus the 
relationship between people and distant 
heroes. It’s easier to humanize and accept 
the flaws in friends, families, coworkers, 
and teachers. It’s a bit harder when your 
only interaction with your personal hero is, 
essentially, entirely in your own head. 
I grew up idolizing content creators; 
filmmakers, mostly, but also authors, 
actors, musicians… denizens of pop culture 
often visible to the public eye. Like a lot 
of kids, I really wanted to be one of them. 
My idols were Peter Jackson, Joss Whedon, 
Tamora Pierce, Steven Moffat, Eoin Colfer, 
JK Rowling, and so many more. As you 
might have already noticed, however, some 
of these role models aged a little better 
than others in terms of keeping up with 
the times. It’s a hard thing to reconcile 
when you grow up to realize that a person 
or figure you truly hoped to emulate in 
some way is just as human as everyone 
else—harder still if they seem reluctant 
or outright unwilling to learn from their 
mistakes. 
I’m lucky to have amazing role 
models in real life and personal heroes to 
look up to. I know last week the world of 
entertainment lost a personal hero and 
role model for a great many people. I’m 
not as involved in the comics industry and 
community as some of my friends are, but I 
know that the loss of Stan Lee has hit many 
people hard. Brittney MacDonald, our Life 
& Style editor, has written a compelling 
feature covering Stan Lee’s impact on 
the world of comics, which I highly 
recommend checking out (it’s right in the 
centrefold). 
I think my takeaway here is that 
mentors, role models, heroes; they’re just 
people. Amazing, flawed, inspirational 
people, which is honestly the best part. 
Because we’re just people too, and who 
knows? Maybe you’re someone’s role model 
and you don’t even know it. 
Until next issue,
Bex Peterson
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On November 19, the first $10 vertical Canadian banknote will go into 
circulation. 
The new bill features a portrait of 
Viola Desmond, a Nova Scotian civil 
rights icon, activist, and businesswoman. 
Minister of Finance Bill Morneau selected 
Desmond from a short list of Canadian 
women nominated by the public. 
The release of the banknote marks 
many firsts in Canadian history. It’s the 
first time that a Canadian-born woman will 
be featured alone on regularly circulating 
Canadian currency, the first time that a 
black person will be featured, and the first 
vertical bill in Canadian currency. 
Viola Desmond gained national 
attention and infamy in 1946 after she 
visited a movie theatre in New Glasgow, 
Nova Scotia and sat in the “whites only” 
section. She refused to move to the balcony 
where only people of colour were permitted 
to sit. Forcibly removed from the theatre, 
Desmond was jailed, fined, and convicted 
of tax evasion for failing to pay the one-
cent difference in cost between the “white” 
movie seat she occupied and the “black” 
seat she had paid for. Her court case was 
the first time in Canadian history that 
racial segregation was brought to light and 
challenged. Desmond’s conviction was 
never overturned but in 2010, the province 
of Nova Scotia issued Desmond an official 
posthumous pardon.
In a Bank of Canada press release, 
Morneau said, “As we strive for equality 
across our economy and in every facet 
of our country, we hope this constant 
reminder of Viola’s story will help inspire 
a new generation […] to fight for what they 
believe, take their place and create a better 
future for themselves and all Canadians.” 
The reverse side of the new $10 
banknote will feature an image of the 
Canadian Museum for Human Rights 
in Winnipeg, Manitoba, which is the 
first museum in the world that focuses 
entirely on the history, present, and 
future of human rights. The bill will 
feature Canadian symbols such as the 
Coat of Arms, the Canadian flag, and 
maple leaves. A portion of the Canadian 
Charter of Rights and Freedoms will also 
be printed on the bill, as well as an eagle 
feather to represent the ongoing journey 
towards recognizing Indigenous rights and 
freedoms. 
The release of the new $10 banknote 
means that other Canadian banknotes 
are also due to be redesigned. John A. 
MacDonald will continue to be honoured 
on a higher value banknote in the future, 
but there is currently no confirmation of 
a timeline or date. The next banknote to 
be redesigned will be the $5 Canadian bill, 
the selection process of which will mirror 
that of the $10 bill. It will start with a call 
to the public for nominations, similarly 
looking to feature an iconic and impactful 
Canadian. The Bank of Canada website says 
the redesign process for the $5 banknote 
will follow “a few years after” the release of 
the new $10 bill.
Viola Desmond to be the face of the $10 bill
 › First non-royal woman featured alone on Canadian bill
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To bring to light the amount of tuition paid 
by international students, the 
“Fairness for International 
Students” campaign came to the 
New Westminster and David 
Lam Campuses.
On November 13, the DSU 
had a table set up at David 
Lam Campus to provide more 
awareness about international 
student tuition fees. The next 
day, they set up in New West 
talking about the same issue. 
Tanysha Klassen, Director 
of External Relations at the 
DSU, said in an interview with 
the Other Press that the goal is 
to help people not be unfairly 
surprised by spiked tuition fees.
“It is basically for fairness 
and equality so that people can budget 
better. It is about unpredictability. We 
aren’t asking for reduction in the fees, 
but no more 10 or 20 percent increase[s] 
anymore. No more huge increases. This 
issue is being given a real push for the first 
time.” 
The campaign was officially launched 
in September. The DSU organized 
an international meet-and-greet to 
formally launch the campaign and to give 
international students resources while at 
the College. 
Last week drove the campaign further 
by getting the rest of the student body 
involved. Students were asked to sign 
postcards to be sent to both Douglas 
College’s Board of Governors and BC 
government ministers. 
The postcards were split into two 
parts: The message for the College was 
that there needs to be better regulation on 
international student tuition increases, 
while the message sent to the provincial 
government focused on asking for 
legislation that would prevent universities 
from having unregulated control over 
tuition increases. Domestic students 
already have a two percent cap increase in 
BC. The campaign’s aim is to get the same 
for international students. 
In 2016, Douglas College hosted 2,000 
international students from 85 countries. 
The numbers have increased since then. 
Douglas College’s financial report shows 
that more that $64 million was received in 
both international and domestic 
tuition fees from the period of 
March 21, 2017 to March of this 
year.  
The 2017 Annual Report to 
Parliament on Immigration said 
that temporary immigration, 
such as by international 
students, plays a significant part 
in the job market and economy 
as a whole. According to the 
report, “Canada is becoming an 
increasingly popular destination 
for international students and 
tourism, and those who came 
to Canada temporarily in 2016 
accounted for $32.2 billion in our 
economy.”
Klassen also said that there 
are a lot of myths surrounding 
international students and their 
wealth.
“A lot of people think that 
all the international students are 
rich,” she said. “It is a myth. Not 
everyone is. We have a lot of research data 
done by BCFS and others which shows that 
only around 50 percent of those come from 
affluent families. People think they are cash 
cows, but many come from backgrounds 
where it is hard for them.” 
The Fairness for International 
Students campaign will take place next 
semester as well. 
‘Fairness for International 
Students’ campaign comes to Douglas
 › DSU takes another step in raising awareness
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If you were to lay down each piece of paper printed at Douglas College in a 
row, the trail would be long enough to span 
from Victoria, BC to Sydney, NS.
In April, based on meetings between 
the Senior Management Team and the 
Learning Technology Steering Committee, 
the Douglas College Printing Working 
Group officially began. The intention of 
the group was to gather data surrounding 
printers on campuses. Some of the data the 
group looked at included how much paper 
is being consumed, how many printers are 
working, and what other universities are 
doing. 
The group is co-chaired by 
Sarah Dench and Trish Rosseel, with 
representatives from the DSU, staff, 
and faculty who were included in the 
conversation to get a good sense of printing 
on campus.
Rosseel, Director of Learning 
Resources and Records Management, said 
in an interview with the Other Press that 
from April until now the main focus has 
been to gather information.
“We just wanted a clear picture of 
what’s currently happening at the College 
in terms of printing,” she said. “We 
gathered information about how much 
we print each year and how that relates 
to stakeholder groups, and how much 
paper is recycled this year. Unfortunately, 
we couldn’t get a good defined number 
because mixed paper is combined.” 
From the information the group 
gathered, it is estimated that more than 
22 million pieces of paper were printed at 
Douglas College in the year 2017. Rosseel 
said that she was surprised at how much 
paper the college goes through yearly. 
“When we saw that piece of 
information, we were quite astounded. 
It seemed like a lot to visualize. In order 
to make that more tangible, I was just 
thinking about the distance. When you 
think of a standard sheet of paper, the fact 
that it crosses the country is a lot.”
According to the Sierra Club, 
depending on the tree and pulping 
processes done to make printing paper, 
a single tree can create 10,000 to 20,000 
sheets. That means that if Douglas 
College has printed over 22 million sheets 
of paper in 2017 and you divide by the 
median number of sheets per tree (15,000), 
approximately 1467 trees have been cut 
down in order to print off assignments and 
PowerPoint slides.  
Britanny de la Cruz, a second-year 
Nursing student at Douglas College, said in 
an interview with the Other Press that she 
prints a lot of paper for her classes and gave 
a rough estimate of how much she prints 
per semester.
“In science courses especially […] [the 
stacks of paper] are thick,” she said. “I guess 
around 1000 sheets per semester. I try to 
keep it double-sided so it’s less. Such a 
waste too—like you only use it for the one 
class and then it’s all recycled afterwards.”
In addition, de la Cruz said that she 
chooses to print because she prefers it to 
looking at a screen.
“They give it as an option, but it’s so 
much more easier to study. [It] hurts your 
eyes less, but it is a lot of paper.”
According to multiple studies 
complied by Caroline Myrberg and Ninna 
Wiberg in Insights, reading off of screens is 
not worse for your health than it is to read 
off of paper, but they found that people 
do need to take breaks from looking at a 
screen after a while. 
There were mixed results over whether 
or not people retain more information 
via paper or screens. One of the studies 
mentioned in Myrberg and Wiberg’s 
article found that students did retain more 
information on paper, but this did not take 
into account a student’s practiced preferred 
mode of studying. 
Rosseel said that once the Printing 
Working Group finishes compiling data 
for Douglas College, the plan is to send 
formal recommendations back to the 
Senior Management Team for practices 
and technology to make printing less 
consumptive. These recommendations are 
expected to be made by early 2019.
“We will have recommendations for 
targets for waste reduction,” said Rosseel. 
“If in 2017 we printed 22 million pages, 
what might be our goal five years from 
now?”
Nathalie Schapansky, a French 
professor at Douglas College, said that 
marking on a computer is more difficult 
than it is on paper. 
“I have four classes of about 45 
students or so,” she said. “Staring at the 
computer to mark all of their assignments 
is really hard on the eyes. You also just can’t 
catch errors as easily as you do on paper. 
I do post things on Blackboard but have 
found that many students don’t check it, 
so I end up printing out the assignments 
anyway.”
Rosseel said that it’s also about 
changing people’s perceptions of printing 
and to get people thinking about the 
impacts it has on the environment.
“I think that all of us are concerned 
about the environment in some way,” she 
said. “We might have different opinions on 
it, but just the day-to-day things we don’t 
think about. It’s a matter of creating new 
habits.”
Douglas College takes steps 
towards sustainability
 › Data compiled regarding printing consumption at the college
Tania Arora
Staff Reporter
To help students de-stress, the Douglas Students’ Union organized the DSU 
Crafting with Pride event on November 13.
The event was hosted in the DSU 
Building on the New West Campus, where 
student laughter could be heard echoing 
through the room. With midterms in 
full swing and finals around the corner, 
Crafting with Pride acted as a healthy way 
for students to drop by and release some of 
that stress. The table was full of sparkles, 
colours, brushes, beads, threads, and other 
art supplies. The artwork was self-directed, 
so students were able to create anything 
they wanted to.  Participants made a wide 
variety of crafts and pieces of art including 
keychains, painting, thumbprinting, and 
just messing around with sparkles.
Stephania Malundo, a Psychology 
student at Douglas College who was 
painting a sunrise and making keychains 
at the event, said in an interview with the 
Other Press that she had a great time.
“Lots of laughs and jokes. Everyone 
is so friendly,” she said. “[We’re] learning 
to make new things as well as socializing, 
especially during exam time. For many 
people it is just work and school and class. 
There are many things one can do to enjoy 
life, which is essential.” 
A 2005 study conducted in Ontario 
by Ipsos stated, “When it comes to exams, 
students are experiencing a lot of stress.” 
According to their data, 40 percent 
of students experienced high stress 
surrounding exams, with eight percent 
going as far to say that their stress levels are 
extremely high. Zero percent of students 
reported no stress at all, according to the 
data, and the closer students were to an 
exam date, the more stressed they felt. 
Apart from the stress relief aspect 
of the event, Crafting with Pride was also 
intended as a way for students to socialize 
and meet one another. The DSU Pride 
Collective was the main organizer. Their 
aim was to create a space for members of 
the LGBTQ+ community to hang out with 
allies and vice versa. 
Malundo also made it clear that she 
is no artist but that she thinks the event is 
more about the social aspect. 
“I am not a pro,” she said. “I made this 
with the help of my friends. I came here 
to meet people and social[ize] and spill 
paints. Try the best to have fun with people 
around you.” 
The World Health Organization labels 
stress as a major health risk. Stress does 
not only strike a person based on their age, 
gender, or size—anyone can be affected 
by it at any point of life. Members of the 
LGBTQ+ community are especially at risk, 
according to Here to Help’s website. 
To help manage it, Malundo also 
shared some tips to avoid stressing right 
before exams. 
“Don’t wait till the last minute to 
wrap everything up,” she said. “Try to be 
in the middle and learn to strike the right 
balance. And most importantly, enjoy and 
keep having fun.”
Crafting with Pride
 › A fun activity for creativity and stress release
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Searching for a Career?
Choose Payroll
Becoming a Payroll Compliance Practitioner (PCP) will ensure you have the 
compliance knowledge and payroll skills needed for success. 
•   Employers look for this certification when hiring and pay a 5-10% higher 
salary to those who have achieved it (Robert Half’s 2018 Accounting & 
Finance Salary Guide).
•   Payroll Certification broadens the knowledge base and skill set for 
Business, HR and Accounting students.
•   PCP Certification requires four key courses offered at Douglas College 
and online.
The Canadian Payroll Association can guide you on your path, try our 
online course demo today. 
For more information 
visit payroll.ca
“There is not a day that 
goes by that I do not use 
the knowledge and skills 
I learned while pursuing 
the Payroll Compliance 
Practitioner (PCP) 
??????????????
Sandra B., PCP
??????????????????????????????
Sonam Kaloti
Arts Editor
Christmas at Hycroft is about five times more bougie than any other Christmas 
event I’ve been to this year. It is a Christmas 
fair located at Hycroft Manor in Vancouver. 
The event ran from November 15 to 18.
The admission price was a hefty $15, 
which is a little too much for a student—
though it was still worth about $10 just 
for the ambience. The people walking 
around looked straight out of a poster 
for Holt Renfrew, dressed in tuxedos 
and Christmas dresses garnished with 
furs and bowler hats. There was a certain 
Breakfast at Tiffany’s vibe that my friend 
and I tarnished with our hoodies and 
sweatpants. I will not deny the hundreds of 
judging looks and left cheeks  from vendors 
and fellow consumers alike, but overall that 
situation is one to look back on and make 
fun of ourselves for.
The vendors were decent. There 
were many flavoured chocolates, fudge, 
candy, and many types of nuts. In one 
very cute bakery room vendors sold fudge 
and candies, but they also sold classic 
Christmas foods such as gingerbread 
cookies and Christmas pudding. 
Other vendors sold a variety of 
different items: T-shirts, jewellery, 
hats, scarves, paintings, soaps, 
and a whole lot more. Everything 
was overpriced for my budget. 
For example, there was a box with 
about seven different types of 
beauty care items which was on 
sale for $400. From the looks of it 
though, there were attendees who 
could have afforded many of those 
boxes.
The mansion itself is beautiful. 
It has three floors, each of which 
had a different theme at the fair. 
The bottom floor is largely taken 
up by two halls. This is where the 
vendors were set up. 
The main floor had some 
rooms with more vendors as well, but there 
were also some rooms to look at which 
were simply decorated for the holidays. 
For example, the foyer was expansive and 
gorgeously decorated. A large Christmas 
tree stood in the corner, and the rest of 
the room was lit by wreaths and holiday 
lights. The grand staircase was accented by 
paintings hanging on the side walls.
Upstairs, there wasn’t much to see. 
There were a few rooms with some vendors, 
but the most exciting part was a hallway 
decorated completely by paintings. 
Outside, large pillars that stand at the 
entrance to the mansion had been swathed 
with lights. In front of the pillars posed a 
large reindeer statue, which appeared to be 
guarding the mansion.
Walking around felt like being 
transported to the olden days of pearl 
necklaces, curtseys, and waltzing around 
during a ball. The creaky wooden floors 
of the manor and the distant sounds of a 
woman singing to piano accompaniment 
catered to this ambience. Witnessing all of 
the many lights, the trees, and the people 
dressed to the nines was a spectacle to be 
seen. I’m not sure I’d go next year, but it is 
an event to experience at least once. 
Christmas is made bougie at Hycroft
 › ‘Christmas at Hycroft’ event review
• ‘Fantastic Beasts: The Crimes of 
Grindelwald’ movie review
• ‘The Grinch’ movie review
• ‘Dimension 20: Fantasy High’ review
...and more!
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Heritage is a sombre yet lighthearted reminder about the complexities 
that emerge when immigration, female 
empowerment, gender, and identity 
are intertwined with social class, family 
turmoil, love, hopes, and dreams.
The Canadian premiere of Nicola 
McCartney’s Heritage was held at the 
Laura C. Muir Performing Arts Theatre at 
Douglas College from November 9 to 16, 
with a cast comprised of Douglas Theatre 
students and alumni.
With hopes and dreams as wide as 
the Saskatchewan plains, Sarah McCrea—
the protagonist of the play—is a feisty 
young Irish woman who immigrated 
to Saskatchewan with her family in 
1914. Sarah’s hopes and dreams are also 
evident in her personality. Her character 
is an unusual mix of childlike innocence 
sprinkled with a bold, tough girl attitude.
While Sarah recounts her experiences, 
her memories, and her interactions with 
Michael Donaghue (her male neighbour 
who becomes a lot more than just that), she 
mostly smiles and speaks with enthusiasm. 
However, her girlish innocence is quickly 
replaced with boldness as her relationship 
with Michael deepens. Sarah’s character 
and personality is a refreshing and 
revolutionary representation of a strong 
woman in that time period, challenging 
narratives from the early twentieth century 
that often portray women with subservient 
characteristics.
The reimagined stereotypical female 
is also evident with Ruth McCrea, Sarah’s 
mother. Even though Ruth is generally 
soft-spoken with a quiet presence, Mrs. 
McCrea isn’t afraid to express her opinions 
to her husband. She’s especially vocal 
in moments where she feels that her 
husband Hugh McCrea is weak, stubborn, 
and unreasonably determined to stay in 
Saskatchewan—despite the economic 
hardships they encounter, their son 
fighting in the war, and the loss of their 
three-year-old daughter.
Then there is Emer Donaghue, 
Michael’s frail yet outspoken grandmother. 
Emer is not afraid to chastise her son Peter 
Donaghue about his libertarian parenting 
skills with Michael. Emer is also bold 
enough to walk to the McCrea’s house 
to interrupt dinner when Michael and 
his father are dining with Sarah’s family. 
Grandma Donaghue is willing to speak 
loudly and to set new rules to establish 
peace between Sarah’s family and her own.
Even though the characters of Sarah, 
Mrs. McCrea, and Emer Donaghue 
challenge the conventional literary 
and media representations of 
subservient women in history, 
other stereotypical representations 
are present throughout the play. 
One of these stereotypes is evident 
with Hugh, Sarah’s father and 
Mrs. McCrea’s husband. Christian 
Krushnel, Douglas College Theatre 
Program alumnus, portrays Hugh as 
a stereotypical burly, gruff, tough, 
loud, drunk, blunt, and abusive 
man to theatrical perfection. 
Heritage is also a moving 
reminder that moments of levity 
can be good coping mechanisms 
to deal with economic hardships, 
personal trauma, or family turmoil. 
The lighthearted moments are 
evident in the playful father and 
daughter scene when Hugh climbs 
up a ladder in his barnyard and 
Sarah quickly climbs up the ladder 
to meet her father. They both wave 
their hands—presumably at all the 
people in the world whom they see from 
the top of the ladder.
In another fun scene, Michael 
teaches Sarah how to dance a traditional 
Irish dance. Sarah and Michael’s dance 
eventually becomes a key moment in the 
play when the white, bright stage light 
shines on them among the darkness of 
the rest of the stage—until the bright light 
fades.
Over time many of us change. As 
time passes, we experience the joys and 
sorrows of life, the effects and implications 
of change and immigration. Heritage 
gives a reflective, dramatic, and impactful 
representation of the dynamics of change 
in our lives. 
Play takes audience on an emotional, 
reflective, and relatable journey 
 › ‘Heritage’ play review 
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This Grinch has something very different to offer from the original—he is not so 
much a “mean one” as before. 
The new adaption of The Grinch has 
quite a few major twists in the plotline. 
This was a pro and a con for many. It was a 
pro because we get to watch a brand-new 
movie instead of the recycled yearly 1966 
classic, which we love but can’t say it hasn’t 
gotten old. The biggest con was that it 
lacks a lot of the essence from the original 
animated movie. The joy in Whoville is 
there, but it seems somewhat remote and 
small. The characters just aren’t as bustling 
with energy. The bouncing-off-the-wall 
aspect of Whoville is a disappointing 
loss. Still, this remake had enough of the 
properties of the old movie that watching 
this in all its Christmas movie magic made 
me feel like I was watching the original as a 
child once again. 
I watched The Grinch in 3D, which 
I deem to be a good feature of the film. 
Watching without the 3D would have 
removed a whole layer to the movie, since 
there are many scenes within the film 
where action is popping out of the screen. 
The animation is cute and still 
has a childhood animated feel to it. 
The characters all look cute, fluffy, and 
huggable. Cindy Lou’s hair is a flowing field 
of golden wheat, while the Grinch looks 
like an HD, freshly-mowed grass lawn.
Narration is done by Pharrell Williams 
in such a way that the story sounds hip and 
the rhymes are spoken as if they are being 
rapped. Benedict Cumberbatch voices a 
wonderful Grinch—he doesn’t sound like 
the original voice actor, but this Grinch 
voice is easily able to share the label. 
The soundtrack features several tracks 
performed by Tyler, the Creator. 
Disappointingly, there are some very 
slow parts in the movie. After the rush 
of the beginning in all its fresh glory, the 
middle of the film relies heavily on the 
original, and thus on the book by Dr. Seuss, 
for the plot. The ending of The Grinch is 
the same in theory but different in practice. 
The beginning of the movie tells us a lot 
about the Grinch’s adorable and loyal 
puppy, Max. It also tells us of Cindy Lou 
Who’s wish for Santa, which is to help her 
single mom who is extremely overworked. 
A new backstory tells us the Grinch was 
an orphan who never got to have a family, 
therefore resulting in him feeling the most 
alone at Christmastime. As a result, he 
harbours resentment for the holiday. 
By the end of the movie the Grinch 
does, of course, have his heart grow back 
to normal after years of his heart being two 
sizes too small. While not entirely fresh 
and yet not entirely faithful to the source, 
The Grinch serves as a decently nostalgic 
kick-off to the holiday season.
You’re a less mean one, Mr. Grinch
 › ‘The Grinch’ movie review
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The jokesters over at CollegeHumor 
launched their own comedy streaming 
platform Dropout TV. I’m here to tell 
you if their exclusive content is worth the 
subscription fee. 
For decades, games like Dungeons & Dragons existed on the fringes of 
mainstream culture, often associated with 
nerds hanging out in a basement. However, 
nerd culture’s having a moment—the 
phenomenon of roleplaying games (RPGs) 
has risen to the surface. (Our Editor-
in-Chief even wrote a feature about the 
rise in roleplaying games back in 2017.) 
These tabletop roleplaying games are 
the basis behind Dimension 20: Fantasy 
High, the first Dropout TV exclusive that 
I feel comfortable dubbing as “must-see” 
television. 
Dimension 20: Fantasy High follows 
six teenage adventurers as they begin their 
freshman year at the Aguefort Adventuring 
Academy. From the very first episode the 
school is rife with suspicion, and with each 
clue uncovered come more unanswered 
questions as the adventurers navigate 
possessed corn demons, monster-filled dive 
bars, and cumbersome teenage romance.
Each episode runs between 75 minutes 
to almost two hours, which might seem 
lengthy, but the episodes are filled with so 
much playful banter and plot development 
that they rarely drag. 
The show also follows an 
alternating pattern with the 
first episode being story-
based, the second episode 
consisting of a combat 
scenario, and then returning 
to plot and so forth.
There’s a healthy 
balance between the two 
formats, though usually 
the combat episodes pack 
the most punch because 
the stakes feel very real. 
Characters are regularly 
knocked out in the game, 
forcing them to do “death 
saving” rolls. Three high 
rolls and the character is revived, but three 
low rolls and the character dies for good. 
You might be surprised how often these 
potentially game-altering rolls come up—
even in the very first combat episode.
The cast is all in peak form here: 
CollegeHumor alumni Brian Murphy, 
Emily Axford, and Zac Oyama are joined by 
current CH cast members Ally Beardsley, 
Siobhan Thompson, and Lou Wilson. 
They’re as hilarious playing a tabletop RPG 
as they are in your average scripted sketch 
video.
The first episode does a lot of the 
narrative heavy-lifting, giving us a small 
window into the students’ home lives 
and establishing their intentions and 
relationships, but also their passions 
and flaws. Viewers get a sense of each 
character early on, though some are more 
clearly defined than others in the first few 
episodes.
Beardsley’s character Kristen 
Applebees, a loyal devotee of the almighty 
corn god Helio, is particularly charismatic 
as she begins questioning her faith after a 
chance incident early on in the campaign. 
Axford’s half-demon Fig also shines as 
a punk-rocker on the lookout for her 
biological father while struggling to open 
up emotionally to her new adventuring 
companions. 
While the adventuring party is 
made up of elves, barbarians, and other 
magical creatures, the true hero here is 
Brennan Lee Mulligan, Fantasy High’s 
dungeon master and relative newcomer 
to the CollegeHumor cast. Mulligan says 
he’s been DMing since he was 10 years 
old, and the experience shows. He whips 
out developed accents with each new 
supporting character and confidently 
handles increasingly absurd action requests 
by the adventurers. In a later episode, one 
character asks if they can conjure up a “sexy 
rat” as part of their plan—and instead of 
dismissing it, Mulligan asks the character 
to describe in detail what makes this rat 
so sexy. It’s weird, unexpected, and totally 
hilarious.
Fantasy High might not be for 
everyone, but speaking as someone 
with minimal experience with RPGs, it’s 
surprisingly delightful to watch. It’s even 
worth just having on in the background 
for the audio, though the combat episodes 
have some wicked prop eye candy.
The first five episodes of Dimension 20 
are available on YouTube, but the rest are 
exclusively on Dropout TV. 
Tune in and Dropout: The perils of high school 
meet the wonders of fantasy roleplaying
 › ‘Dimension 20: Fantasy High’ review
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The Harry Potter universe was nothing to me until 2015, when I finally watched 
the movies. Quickly I fell headfirst into 
a short-lived wizard obsession. Sure, I 
was a little late in the game, but it was an 
enjoyable time nonetheless. 
Walking a bit late into the theatre of 
Fantastic Beasts: The Crimes of Grindelwald 
was an experience in and of itself. The 
recliners were all occupied, and the 3D 
paired with Dolby Atmos and AVX sound 
and graphics were incredible. Opening 
night is always an emotional event to be a 
part of, especially for such a long-running 
community as that of Harry Potter.
Impressively, one aspect noticeable 
throughout the movie is the consistent use 
of uncommon but effective camera angles. 
With the added effect of the theatre itself, 
I was completely enraptured by each scene 
and felt as though I was really in the action 
with the characters. The visuals are new 
and enticing. There are points where we see 
animated beasts ravaging a city, but there 
are also scenic shots of the city drowned 
by evening fog and wisps of streetlight 
reflections off puddles. 
The sounds amplify the movie a lot as 
they help characterize the fantastic beasts 
of Newt Scamander (Eddie Redmayne). 
Paired with D-Box seats, you feel as though 
you, yourself, are fighting against dark 
wizard Gellert Grindelwald (Johnny Depp). 
Physically, the movie feels immersive. 
In terms of the plot, I couldn’t tell you 
exactly what happens. The main plot is 
introduced by young Albus Dumbledore 
(Jude Law) directing Newt to go find a 
young wizard named Credence (Ezra 
Miller) before Grindelwald does. With that 
in mind, the movie goes off into multiple 
different subplots, all with 
many new characters and 
difficult-to-follow stories. 
Another disappointing 
element to having so many 
characters is that we lose 
screen time of our beloved 
main character Newt. 
Newt, as always, is 
a bubbly, erratic, strange 
wizard trying to do what he 
feels is right, regardless of 
what he is told to do by those 
around him. 
The best moments for 
all Harry Potter fans are the 
scenes of some characters 
revisiting Hogwarts castle. 
The iconic Harry Potter 
theme plays and we watch 
Leta Lestrange (Zoë Kravitz) wander 
the school. We see shots of the Great 
Hall, Slytherin common room, and most 
enchantingly, the letters “L + N” for Leta 
and Newt, carved into a professor’s podium 
in the room which will one day be Professor 
Snape’s.
The messages of the movie are 
incoherent, as is the movie in its entirety 
due to the fragmented stories being pieced 
together. Overall, it seems as though 
The Crimes of Grindelwald was just an 
introduction to many stories that will be 
better explained, developed, and possibly 
resolved in the next Fantastic Beasts 
movie. If you’re interested in watching The 
Crimes of Grindelwald, I’d highly suggest 
re-watching the first movie, Fantastic 
Beasts and Where to Find Them (or seeing 
it for the first time if you haven’t), because 
the second film relies heavily on the 
foundation laid in the previous film but 
doesn’t recapitulate it.
Fantastically confused: The crimes of subplots
 › ‘Fantastic Beasts: The Crimes of Grindelwald’ movie review
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• Is Canada in for a vape crackdown?
• Real-world activism 101
...and more!
Roshni Riar
Staff Writer
Circle Craft Christmas Market returned to Vancouver this year from November 
7 to 11. The annual event, which has been 
taking place for decades , featured over 
300 Canadian artisans and vendors—82 of 
which were new to the market entirely. 
Thousands of people packed the 
Vancouver Convention Centre West 
over the five-day event, eager to begin 
Christmas shopping and discover new 
goods. The exhibition hall bustled with 
volunteers, attendees, and participants 
roaming the hundreds of unique booths set 
up across the room. 
Circle Craft offered an impressive 
variety of goods including Christmas 
decorations, pottery, clothing, home décor, 
jewellery, wood and metal work, visual art, 
and food. The lineup of vendors ensured 
that everyone’s shopping lists and desires 
could be met. 
A portion of the room featured a 
“Budding Artists” area which allowed first-
time exhibitors to get the experience of a 
large-scale market and offer their products 
to attendees without having to commit 
to a full booth and display. The Budding 
Artists area featured such crafters as Bitter 
Melon Bindery, a custom sketchbook, 
watercolour book, and journal vendor who 
offered customers the chance to emboss 
the handbound journals for a small fee. 
Fitzy, a modern leather goods vendor, 
offered quality tote bags, purses, wallets, 
passport holders, and more. Bare Skin Bar 
had a display of “self-care treats” featuring 
bath bars created with essential oils, 
butters, and clays to help restore, calm, and 
detoxify or soften the skin.
Demonstrations peppered the hall, 
catching the attention of passersby. 
Dragonfly Organic Art showed off live glass 
beading, Lennard Taylor Design Studio 
painted dresses, and an active pottery 
wheel sat in the middle of the hall for 
potters to take a spin on.
Karolina-Anna Hajna offered 
handcrafted pottery pieces constructed to 
look like dried coral, serving as lanterns 
when a tealight is placed inside. Ana 
N Jay displayed colourful jewellery, 
which is handmade with resin, gold leaf, 
and recycled tin, then cut into funky 
geometrical shapes. East Van Light had 
a bright display of vintage-inspired 
industrial lamps built with locally-sourced 
wood and Edison bulbs. Some of the lamps 
for sale were made out of recycled bamboo 
chopsticks collected from local restaurants. 
They boasted a sleek design as well as a 
commitment to sustainability.
Edible treats included handcrafted 
orange bitter spritz, tonic, cola, and ginger 
ale flavoured cocktail syrups by Three 
Quarter Ounce; fruity, low-sugar jellies and 
savoury vegetable jams by East Van Jam;  
and fresh, artisan goat cheeses from Salt 
Spring Island Cheese. 
For those who are disappointed 
to have missed out, Circle Craft has a 
storefront on Granville Island that features 
many of the artists and vendors who 
were present at the market. If the market 
experience is what you’re after, have no 
fear! With Circle Craft’s 47th annual 
market wrapped up, all you have to do is 
wait for its welcome and much-anticipated 
return next year.
Annual Christmas 
market welcomes 
back curious locals
 › Inside Circle Craft Christmas Market
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If you’re like me and somewhat oblivious to trending topics on Twitter, you may 
be wondering why gory photos have been 
popping up on your feed captioned with 
#ThisIsMyLane. Well, a recent post made 
by the National Rifle Association’s (NRA) 
Twitter account has inspired a shocking 
social media movement among medical 
professionals. 
On November 2, the NRA published 
an article criticizing the number of studies 
released in the Annals of Internal Medicine 
where physicians and doctors pushed for 
gun control. On November 7, the NRA 
linked the article through their Twitter 
page with the comment: “Someone should 
tell self-important anti-gun doctors to stay 
in their lane. Half of the articles in Annals 
of Internal Medicine [italics added] are 
pushing for gun control. Most upsetting, 
however, the medical community seems to 
have consulted NO ONE but themselves.”
Needless to say, this caused extreme 
outrage. 
Doctors, surgeons, and other various 
members of the medical community 
responded with graphic photos and 
confessionals regarding how firearms affect 
them every day. Due to doctor-patient 
confidentiality, the photos tend to be a bit 
abstract, yet are haunting nonetheless: 
bloodstained scrubs, bullets pulled out 
of victims, or clocks showing a time of 
death. Captions posted with the photos 
and the released confessionals go into 
detail conveying how the shocking sights 
and heart-wrenching tales of loss are an 
everyday occurrence for anyone working in 
a hospital. 
The many proponents of gun control 
also sought to shut down anyone trying 
to silence, dismiss, or normalize their 
experiences. Ann Coulter responded to 
the blowback by posting the following; 
“Emergency room doctors pull cue balls, 
vines & gummy bears out of human orifices 
every week. That doesn't make them 
experts on pool, horticulture or chewy 
candy.” 
She was met with immediate criticism, 
not only from medical professionals but 
from the public at large. Her statement was 
labelled insensitive, ignorant, and cruel—
and did very little to earn her any favour 
when those doctors turned their anger 
towards her.
Twitter rants and name-calling aside, 
#ThisIsMyLane has done an excellent job 
of bringing awareness to the everyday 
reality of gun violence. More importantly, it 
is keeping public attention on the issue of 
firearms and gun control without tying it to 
the latest mass tragedy. 
#ThisIsMyLane
 › The story behind the gruesome hashtag
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I think it goes without saying that we could stand to be a bit more active in making 
the world a better place. Being aware of 
the issues is a great first step, but there are 
some real-world things you can do to push 
for change.
Get involved with grassroots 
organizations in your area
Organized action is far more effective than 
just one person yelling into the void of 
the internet. Colleges and universities are 
great places to get involved with causes that 
you’re passionate about. Join local unions, 
volunteer with social justice groups, and 
get to know what the grassroots scene looks 
like in your community. And hey, if there is 
no group that tackles the issues closest to 
your heart, you can always start one!
Talk to your friends and family about 
the hard stuff 
How many times have you sat quietly at 
a family dinner while a family member 
said something you knew to be hurtful or 
bigoted? How many times have you winced 
but done nothing when a friend did the 
same? It’s never fun to be the wet blanket, 
and it’s tempting to stay quiet to avoid 
coming off as one—however, people are 
far more likely to listen to and learn from 
people they care about. If you truly want 
to make a difference, you really do have to 
start at home and in your peer groups. Lead 
by example; you’ll be doing your friends 
and family a favour. 
Don’t give hateful ideologies platforms 
The rise of social media has given everyone 
their own platforms to disseminate 
information and share ideas. Many people 
have learned to use these platforms to 
their own advantage—unfortunately, this 
includes people with hateful ideologies. 
When you share a hateful video or a tweet, 
even with the intention of condemning 
it, you’re still helping to spread the ideas 
around and giving these people a larger 
audience. It’s especially egregious when 
people host alt-right figures and fascists for 
“debates.” These are not ideas that you can 
have a good faith, “both sides have a point” 
intellectual discussion about. Giving them 
this attention only helps to normalize these 
ideologies—and these ideologies are not 
normal. You can condemn the ideology 
without giving its proponents a spotlight 
and a microphone.
Leverage your privilege to help others 
Just as your family and friends are more 
likely to listen to you, privilege gives you 
a voice you can use to help the people 
around you. If you’re a white person, other 
white people are oftentimes more likely 
to listen to you if you’re the one to call out 
their racism (though make sure you’re not 
talking over people of colour if and when 
you do so). Men, I’m begging you, if you 
see another man harassing a woman or 
propagating sexist ideas, you have to be 
the one to intervene and let them know 
that they’re out of line. Even something as 
simple as putting yourself between a bigot 
and the person or people they’re targeting 
and staying with the victim until you 
know they’re okay can create a much safer 
atmosphere for marginalized people. You’d 
be surprised how many others will stand 
with you when you lead by example. 
Prioritize and take breaks
Burnout in activist circles is a very real 
problem. It’s okay to choose an area to 
focus your attention on, and it’s okay to 
step back sometimes and take a break. 
Disconnect from social media from time to 
time and do something that re-energizes 
you. The moment you lose hope and 
energy, it becomes so much harder to 
passionately advocate for a better future.
Show up to protests and counter-
protests 
Last year an alt-right organization tried 
to rally in Vancouver a few weeks after 
the Charlottesville rally. The Vancouver 
rally was ultimately a failure for the alt-
right because the rally space was flooded 
with counter-protestors in numbers far 
exceeding those of the original group. 
We scared them off. More importantly, 
we showed both bigots and their victims 
where much of Vancouver stands on 
these issues. Protests bring awareness to 
important subjects and show solidarity, 
plus—referring back to my first point on 
this list—it’s a great way of discovering 
grassroots organizations you can get 
involved with.
Real-world activism 101
 › How to start making your communities a better, safer place
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STAN LEE
THE MIND THAT CHANGED COMICS
With all the constant cameos, and the stories of kind fan-encounters, it becomes easy to forget that before stan lee Was the icon associated 
With marvel—he Was a Writer Who changed an entire genre.
it is true that alongside partners like Jack kirby and steve ditko, 
lee managed to forge early incarnations of some of the most legendary 
superheroes. hoWever, i’m Writing more to the Way lee managed to alter 
the expectations of comic Writing. for a long time, i Wrote “comic corner,” 
a column revieWing various neW and old comic books and graphic novels 
for the other press. as a critic, i expected that What i read—no matter 
if it Was a single issue, omnibus, or stand-alone title—had to be held to 
the same standards of Writing that any book Would. this meant that no 
matter the over arching plot or theme of the series, each installment had to 
have enough content to be read independent of the collected Work. i also 
expected that What i read not be simple fluff meant for children, and that 
the characters be fully developed, three-dimensional beings. stan lee is the 
reason i Was, and still am, able to expect all of this from a comic book. 
in the ’60s lee pioneered the idea that comic characters not be 
simplistic, and that superheroes especially needed to be more fleshed out. 
at the time, comics Were filled With carbon cut-out do-gooders that fought 
evil because that is What good people do. that Was the only motivation given 
or expected. they also Were Written to have no flaWs, and to be morally 
superior no matter What. lee, Who originally Wanted to be a novelist, 
obviously disliked this method, because he—alongside his creative partners—
introduced aspects of grey morality, and psychological flaWs to the 
characters they penned.
a good example of this is the silver surfer, Who lee has named as 
his favourite character he Worked on, on numerous occasions. the silver 
surfer first appeared in the fantastic four #48, in march, 1966. one 
of his key traits, and one that has been carried on by marvel Writers even 
beyond lee’s direct involvement, is that he is a superhero Who struggles With 
the fact he is a pacifist. he often second-guesses himself, and is prone to 
philosophical monologues questioning the nature of humanity, violence, and 
the “greater good.” this kind of introspection Would have been impossible 
had lee stuck With the status-quo.
With lee, ditko, and kirby; characters Were all the sudden given entire 
character arcs, so their personalities could evolve and change. essentially, 
lee and those that Worked With him made it possible for their creations to 
be affected by experiences. in amazing fantasy #15, Which lee released With 
steve ditko in 1962, they introduced spider-man, Who Was intentionally 
Written to be relatable. as such, he Was flaWed in that his initial response 
to crime and inJustice is to not involve himself. hoWever, this famously 
results in his uncle’s death and he begins a personal quest to make amends 
by fighting crime. this is Where the famous quote, “and a lean, silent figure 
sloWly fades into the gathering darkness, aWare at last that in this World, 
With great poWer there must also come—great responsibility.” hoWever, this 
Was not the case five years later.
in amazing spider-man #5, Which Was released in 1967, lee Worked on 
a story arc With Writer-artist John romita Jr. spider-man decides to quit, 
citing that after so many years and all the personal loss he has suffered, 
he has already made-up for his earlier mistake. the absence does not last, as 
spider-man finds that after so much time spent righting Wrongs, he is noW 
incapable of playing the bystander. this sets the stage for his neW flaW—
his inability to ignore anything against his personal moral code. later 
incarnations of the character Would see future marvel Writers running With 
this. they Would use spider-man’s neW established psychology to prompt 
difficulty With plutonic and romantic relationships, and even an arc Where 
his marriage falls apart due to him being a “Workaholic.” being as the 
characters Were noW full developed, lee and his compatriots found that the 
Worlds they portrayed needed a similar makeover.
lee Was adamant in his belief that comics Were not only for children. 
therefore, they needed complex storylines, With complex characters, 
"Stan Lee was a revolutionary within the comic 
industry, more than any one person should be.”
STAN LEE
THE MIND THAT CHANGED COMICS
and equally as complex Worlds to round it all out. hoWever, due to the 
restrictions of the comics code authority (cca), creators often found 
it difficult to produce narratives that Would entice an older audience. 
these restrictions ranged, but in general, acted as a means of censorship, 
because many vendors refused to sell any comics not approved and granted 
the cca seal. this Was such an annoyance that lee almost quit comics. 
originally, the fantastic four, Which debuted in 1961, Was supposed to be 
his last Work. as such, in an attempt to spite the cca, lee filled the story 
With intense amounts of drama. doing so brooked the cca, and those 
that gave it poWer. despite originally not being endorsed, the fantastic 
four Was such a commercial success that it prompted the cca to make an 
exception for the series, and inspired lee to stay the course. 
later in his career, lee Would do this yet again. in 1971, during the 
drug and disco craze, lee snubbed the cca once more. at the time, the 
cca had very stringent rules about the negative portrayal of substance 
abuse. despite this, lee and romita Jr. put forWard the amazing spider-man 
#96-98. these three, single-issue comics featured a narrative in Which key 
character, harry osborn, develops an addiction to unnamed pills. in the 
story, osborn eventually suffers an overdose and nearly dies as spider-man 
helplessly looks on. the story tackled a very real-World issue, and as a 
result Was a hit among fans and a financial success—even though it never 
gained the cca seal of approval.
lee and his co-creators Were also responsible for the idea of an inter 
connected fictional multiverse. this meant that characters, events, and 
plots could stretch and be interWoven betWeen several different titles 
simultaneously. this added an extra degree of complexity to the narratives 
lee and his felloWs created. all the sudden situations and conflicts seemed 
a lot less insular, and this made them feel more impactful. not only that, 
but it popularized the concept that not every superhero Was made equal. 
since all these characters noW exist Within the same World, it becomes 
apparent that some are stronger or more poWerful than others. this Was a 
fairly neW and radical idea, as previously, superheroes Were sort of given a 
very broad spectrum of poWer With little to no limitation—think superman. 
hoWever, establishing this idea that superheroes may not be all-poWerful 
paved the Way for lee and kirby to bring about the fantastic four #48-50, 
affectionately nicknamed, “the galactus trilogy.” 
“the galactus trilogy” is seen by many comic connoisseurs as being 
groundbreaking in terms of hoW it approached villainy. essentially, 
galactus is a cosmic being that functions on the same level as a god. there 
is literally nothing he can’t do. he sustains himself by absorbing living 
energy from entire planets—later leaving them devoid of it. to put it very 
simply, galactus is armageddon, or if you’re less biblical, he is an extinction 
event. after many attempted battles against him, the fantastic four are 
forced to realize that they cannot defeat him, and instead have to resort 
to other tactics. in the end, galactus strikes a deal With the team, and 
he agrees to spare earth. the reason Why this conclusion is so strange in 
terms of comic narratives, is that the villain is never punished. instead, the 
superheroes are made to boW to his poWer and he moves on to destroy some 
other World. the moral dilemma this ending suggests to the reader makes it 
very apparent that children Were not the intended audience for it. as such, 
“the galactus trilogy” is still seen as one of the archetypes of villain/hero 
ultimate conflict plots. this story arc Justifies the expectation that not only 
the characters, but the World in Which they exist must be multifaceted. it 
also made it okay for future comic Writers to think outside the box in terms 
of hoW the desired ending is achieved. the hero doesn’t alWays have to save 
the day.
if you’ve read through to this, the end, then you should knoW by 
noW Why stan lee is as revered as he is. he is the creator—because of his 
involvement With creating some of our favourite superheroes. hoWever, 
more than that, he is someone Who Wasn’t afraid to ask for more: more 
meaning, more complexity, more heroes, more philosophy. stan lee Was a 
revolutionary Within the comic industry, more than any one person should 
be. he Will be greatly missed.
BRITTNEY MACDONALD 
LIFE & STYLE EDITOR
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Recently in the US the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) cracked down 
on many vape companies, due to the 
exorbitant rise in e-cigarette and vape use 
among underage teenagers and preteens. 
Essentially the FDA accused these 
companies of marketing to too young 
a demographic. Two months ago, the 
FDA required companies to submit an 
immediate action plan detailing how they 
planned to reduce access to their products 
by minors. This leads many to believe that 
the FDA will soon be looking at flavouring 
and might restrict certain flavours from 
being sold due to their youth appeal. 
With our neighbours to the south 
already considering a possible ban on 
many of the sweeter flavours like cotton 
candy and fruit punch, is it so far-fetched 
to expect the same in Canada? Canada 
already cracked down on flavoured tobacco 
products for the same reason.
In April of 2017, Canada legislated 
a country-wide ban on menthol tobacco 
products which went into effect in October 
of the same year. This came after the 
previous prohibition against chocolate 
and bubblegum flavours. The reasoning 
the government gave was that menthol 
flavouring was too appealing to minors 
and therefore encouraged early use and 
addiction. 
It shouldn’t come as any surprise 
that Canada has also seen a rise in vape 
use among teenagers and preteens. 
Though vaping has fewer side effects 
than traditional smoking, it still contains 
nicotine—usually not as much as 
traditional tobacco products, but the levels 
vary. Nicotine is the chemical responsible 
for tobacco addiction and it also has 
negative side effects on developing brains. 
This is the reason it is illegal to sell vape 
liquid to anyone under the age of majority. 
Many in Canada believe that vape 
products and e-cigarettes will soon be the 
subject of legal reform anyway—mostly 
due to the lawful loopholes that make it 
illegal to sell vape liquid and e-cigarette 
cartridges to minors, but not the devices 
themselves. Though not technically illegal 
yet, most major retailers have in-house 
policies to prevent the sale of vaping 
devices to anyone underage as a preemptive 
move. 
Given these circumstances, it wouldn’t 
be too shocking to find that once the 
legality of these devices is examined, 
flavour restrictions will be brought to the 
table as well.
Is Canada in for a vape crackdown?
 › New US practices could be making their way up north
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#DOUGLIFE
Share your photos with us on Instagram using the hashtag 
#DougLife, for a chance to be featured in the paper! 

This week’s photo is by fortunate_rezaie
Now Hiring!
Work for the Other Press
Two positions open:
• Business Manager
Start date to be determined
• Social Media Coordinator 
Open until filled
Please email your resume and cover 
letter to editor.otherpress@gmail.com 
or contact us for more information.
issue 12// vol 45 life & style // no. 13
Ill
u
st
ra
ti
o
n
 b
y 
C
ar
a 
Se
cc
af
ie
n
Lauren Kelly
Graphics Manager
For beauty hunters watching their wallets, samples are a must. While some 
other makeup stores offer samples as well, 
I’m going to be focusing on Sephora. You 
can get a sample of nearly anything at the 
store: skincare items such as moisturizers, 
serums, masks, and face wash; makeup 
such as foundation, primers, powders, and 
even eyeshadows; hair products such as 
shampoos, conditioners, styling crème, and 
hair masks; and even perfume.
With a range like this, the store is your 
oyster! There’s no reason not to try out a 
variety of products before you buy.
The most important time to get a 
sample is when you’re interested in trying 
something you’ve never used before, no 
matter how expensive. You never know 
how your skin will react to it or whether 
it’ll actually suit you. Particularly with 
foundation, it’s impossible to know how 
something will wear and oxidize until you 
actually wear it. Most of the samples will 
get you at least two to three uses, so you’ll 
be able to properly test a product. Yes, 
Sephora has a great return policy, but it’s a 
waste to buy something and test it out just 
to find out you don’t like it when you could 
have sampled it first. 
Sometimes you need a product for 
a short time or in a really small amount. 
Sudden, unexpected breakout and need 
a spot treatment? Fancy night out and 
want to wear a perfume that’s not really 
your regular taste? Christmas party that 
you want red and gold eyeshadow for? 
The perfect time to snag a sample. Who 
knows—once the product runs out, maybe 
you will want more! Or maybe you just 
conveniently avoided it as it spoiled in 
your makeup bag. Either way, you just 
saved yourself a bunch of money while still 
getting what you need. 
Lastly, when you’re a couple of days 
away from pay day and you’re scraping 
the bottom of a daily-use product, snag a 
sample. You’re going to be purchasing the 
product very soon, so don’t feel bad about 
getting the extra you need to get by in the 
meantime. Along this line, when you’re 
low on money, you still need to take care of 
yourself—and Sephora is surprisingly the 
perfect resource for some self-care.
Before you set out to your local 
Sephora to go shopping for samples, please 
remember to be kind to the employees 
who are helping you and to not be too 
demanding. You shouldn’t get more than 
three or four samples in a trip. Use these 
to your advantage, of course. Get a few 
foundation shades to compare them; grab 
a sample of a scrub, mask, and moisturizer 
to have a spa day; or grab a few wintery 
perfume samples to test out over the 
season. However, above all, be kind and 
be grateful. With that in mind, happy 
sampling!
Beauty on a budget: The art of sampling
 › How to use Sephora samples to make your life easier
Weekly horoscopes Isabelle OrrEntertainment Editor
(March 21 – April 20)
With Mars’ sudden 
shift, it’ll be hard to keep a clear head. 
Introspection and inventiveness will run 
wild for you, Aries! Keep a steady sleep 
schedule and brew some sleepy time 
tea to help you work through this bit of 
dreamy insomnia. Stay focused on the 
process, not the final result.
(June 22 – July 23)
An urge to travel comes 
in the middle of the week for wanderlust-
ridden Cancer. Pisces’ presence makes 
you long for white sands, blue skies, 
and hot sun. Don’t have the time (or the 
funds) for a vacation? Try watching travel 
documentaries to soothe that itch.
(Sept 24 – Oct 23)
You’ve spent the last 
couple of weeks making sure your to-do-
list is in order, but what about you?! Time 
to turn your attentions to self-care. Still 
have the urge to do more? Set small goals 
for yourself, like finishing a book or going 
to the gym. These accomplishments will 
help push yourself to new heights!
(Dec 22 – Jan 20)
Big changes have been 
coming your way, Capricorn! While it’s 
your natural inclination to weigh the 
pros and cons, sometimes your practical 
mindset can get in the way of your plans. 
Try trusting your instincts and going with 
your gut—it might surprise you!
(April 21 – May 21)
Did you load yourself 
up with more work than you could 
handle? While it’s your inclination to 
keep to yourself, don’t hesitate to reach 
out to those around you for help. You’ll 
be surprised what you can do with a few 
helping hands!
(July 24 – Aug 23)
Have you and your 
friends been fighting more than usual, 
Leo? As Venus wraps up her retrograde 
in your house this Thursday, you’ll feel a 
sense of interpersonal calm that is much 
appreciated. Bury the hatchet before the 
holiday festivities—you’ll be glad you did. 
(Oct 24 – Nov 22)
Get ready to party! The 
return of Pisces means that you’ll be 
pumped full of social Scorpio energy. 
Your passion and creativity will influence 
those around you, meaning you’ll be a big 
hit at any function. Be careful not to burn 
the wick at both ends—you need your 
beauty sleep, after all!
(Jan 21 – Feb 19)
Burnout has been getting 
you down, Aquarius! With all of your 
projects on the go, it’s easy to let the self 
come last. As Pisces moves midweek, 
you’ll get the burst of energy you need to 
keep yourself going. A trip to the gym—or 
anything to get your heart rate up—will 
help!
(May 22 – June 22)
Get ready to shift into a 
higher gear, Gemini! As Mars moves into 
Pisces, you’ll feel a surge of ambition. You 
might already start to feel the urge to prep 
for the holidays. Keep a steady eye on your 
bank account and avoid Christmas debt. 
It’s the season to give—but not too much!
(Aug 24 – Sept 23)
Though romance might 
be the furthest from your mind, passionate 
Mars returns to Pisces. This means that 
you’ll be both sending and receiving more 
flirty signals than usual! It’s up to you how 
to act, Virgo. Remember to keep all of your 
goals in mind and put yourself first.
(Nov 23 – Dec 21)
Feeling like a homebody 
lately? As Mars plunks into your sign 
midweek, it’s time to tend to matters of the 
home. All of the clutter piling up around 
your room has been stressing you out 
lately, and with your nesting inclinations 
firing on all cylinders, it’s a good time to 
clean and reorganize!
(Feb 20 – Mar 20)
Mars moves back into 
your house, so motivation comes flowing 
back in for Pisces! A sure way to not 
miss out on any holiday fun is to throw 
it yourself. Give yourself enough time to 
conceptualize your plans before putting 
them forward. You’ll be surprised by 
what you can accomplish!
 › What’s in your stars this week?
OpiniOns
Have an idea for a story?
 opinions@theotherpress.ca
• Cemeteries need to be put to rest
• Lessons to learn from new BC 
agricultural legislation
• Taxidermy is immoral and creepy 
...and more!
Naomi Ambrose
Staff Writer
The British Columbia government recently passed a piece of new 
legislation that aims to protect BC’s 
farmlands. Can you guess who would be 
against this legislation? The businesses 
who dump their construction waste and 
the people who build their huge mansions 
on these farmlands.
According to a press release from 
the BC government, the new legislation 
introduced on November 5 stipulates that 
“land in the Agricultural Land Reserve 
(ALR) is for farming and ranching in 
British Columbia, not for dumping 
construction waste or building mega-
mansions.”
It’s puzzling to me that many of us still 
don’t seem to understand the importance 
of farmlands. Apart from the fact that they 
provide us with a wide assortment of fruits, 
vegetables, and other crops, farmlands also 
serve an important environmental purpose. 
According to information retrieved from 
the Farmland Information Center, “Farm 
and ranch land helps control flooding, 
absorbs and filters storm water, and allows 
for groundwater recharge.”  
A report from the American Farmland 
Trust: Center for Agriculture in the 
Environment states that well-managed 
farmland improves groundwater and 
surface water quality. Some people may 
make the argument that agriculture has 
many negative impacts on the environment 
due to intensive water use as well as 
pesticides and other pollutants. However, 
when compared to land being used as 
waste dumping grounds, farming is almost 
certainly preferable. 
There may also be a time when scenic 
views of nature will be highly sought after. 
Many of us are familiar with the sights of 
dozens of skyscrapers sprawled along the 
city streets. Sometimes trees and grass 
are hardly present in the cities and in 
some cases, they’re hardly present in rural 
areas. The owners of mega-mansions and 
companies who dump their construction 
trash will further decrease the beautiful 
and scenic significance of farmlands if they 
continue to build on and waste these lands. 
The inconsiderate actions of these 
waste dumpers and mansion owners also 
illustrate the lack of appreciation shown 
to local farmers who provide us with 
food. Many of these farmers work long 
hours to make sure that we get the best 
quality produce. They till the soil, water 
the plants, and cultivate their crops in all 
weather conditions. Let’s show our farmers, 
farmlands, and ranch lands some more 
respect by eliminating these inconsiderate 
dumping and building practices.
Lessons to learn from new BC 
agricultural legislation
 › Greater respect should be given to farmlands
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Jessica Berget
Opinions Editor
Nobody knows what happens after you die, but everyone has some idea of 
what they want to do with their bodies after 
they’ve passed on to the other side. 
There is an option for everyone’s death 
discretion—whether it be a natural burial, 
donating your body to science or medicine, 
cremation, planting your ashes with a tree, 
making them into gems, a vinyl record, an 
eternal reef, or even shooting your ashes 
into outer space. With so many alternatives 
to traditional burials, I think it’s about time 
we as a society stopped using cemeteries. 
Graveyards are a wasteful and 
antiquated concept as well as being 
harmful for the environment. People have 
been burying their loved ones in caskets 
since time immemorial—but methods of 
body disposal have changed and evolved 
since then, so it seems logical to me that we 
keep up with the times. 
Cemeteries often take up a lot of land 
that could be used for people who are alive 
and could actually use it. This is land that 
could have been used to build housing 
for students or people in need, schools, or 
literally anything productive, but they’re 
full of dead people. Additionally, because 
of people’s silly superstitions and the havoc 
burials wreak on the environment, once 
graveyards are established, the land can’t 
be used for anything else. 
Burying dead bodies has been part 
of our society for so long that people don’t 
twice about the consequences or the toll 
it could have on the environment. Turns 
out the chemicals that are used for burials 
in both the body and casket are incredibly 
toxic. For instance, formaldehyde, glycerin, 
and phenol are all ingredients used for 
embalming. The fumes of these chemicals 
alone are enough to irritate the eyes, 
nose, skin, and throat. Furthermore, 
formaldehyde is a potential carcinogen 
and lethal in high concentrations, and 
phenol is toxic if ingested, so it’s probably 
not good that these things are being 
put into the soil and contributing 
to groundwater pollution. 
Even more concerning, 
according to an article 
published by 
Berkeley Planning 
Journal, about 
827,060 gallons of 
embalming fluid 
are buried with 
the dead in the 
US every year. 
It’s not only 
chemicals we 
have to worry 
about being put 
in our soil—think 
of all the materials we 
bury in cemeteries every 
year. It has been reported 
that an estimated 14,000 tons 
of steel vaults, 90,272 tons of 
steel caskets, 2,700 tons of copper 
and bronze caskets, 1,636,000 tons of 
concrete vaults, and 30 million board feet 
of hardwood caskets are buried in the US 
every year. I understand that burials are 
a religious practice for many, but natural 
burials are a better and less invasive 
alternative.
Another problem plaguing cemeteries 
is that there isn’t enough room to bury 
everyone who dies. Cemeteries in Canada 
are running out of space and a 2013 survey 
found that nearly half of the graveyards 
in the UK will be filled to 
capacity in the 
next 20 
years. 
Considering the consequences that 
come with using cemeteries, I think 
everyone should seek alternative means for 
their final resting place. Everyone is going 
to die one day but we’re not getting any 
more land, so consider a less invasive or 
more eco-friendly method 
for your disposal. 
Cemeteries need to be put to rest
 › They’re a waste of space, resources, and bad for the environment
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Janis McMath
Senior Columnist
Many people seem to think turning a blind eye to cheating is the moral or 
proper thing to do. Lately I have noticed 
many memes and other forms of social 
media expressing this opinion. It’s “not our 
business,” as we say. Well, I’m here to say 
that it is 100 percent our business to expose 
cheaters. 
Cheating is a nasty act that is 
extremely harmful, intentionally or 
not. There is no reason to do this in a 
relationship one chooses to enter (and can 
easily leave) aside from being selfish or 
vindictive—so by not exposing cheaters, 
one is enabling these types of behaviours. 
The reasons people argue why they 
shouldn’t intervene or expose cheaters 
include mantras like “You don’t want 
to break the heart of the person being 
cheated on.” Or, “It’s not your business to 
intervene in someone’s private life; they are 
entitled to their privacy.” And finally, “It’s 
not our place to decide what is the best for 
that relationship.” To refute the first point 
about breaking someone’s heart—it is a 
necessary heartbreak. I understand why 
people don’t want to be the bearer of bad 
news, but it in this case it is unavoidable. 
If the roles were reversed in this 
situation, wouldn’t someone want to know 
that they were being cheated on? Doesn’t 
everyone want the opportunity to move 
on from their shitty partner or mend a 
relationship that obviously isn’t healthy?  
Are there really people who would not want 
to know that their partner was betraying 
their trust? Are there people who want to 
be lied to? 
Everyone’s relationship goal should 
be to have a healthy partnership—not one 
that is full of lies. A person who is dating a 
cheater is someone who is in an unhealthy 
relationship, and long, drawn-out, 
unhealthy relationships are much more 
damaging than a nasty breakup. If you 
don’t tell someone they are being cheated 
on, then you are potentially contributing to 
much more lasting damage to their mental 
health than you’d cause by simply exposing 
a cheating partner. 
The second argument made is that 
it’s their private life and they’re entitled 
to their privacy. Cheaters are not entitled 
to their privacy. Would you say that 
murderers are entitled to their freedom as 
well? When someone is doing something 
that is putting other people at risk of being 
harmed, we are justified in our attempts 
to stop their actions (as long as we are 
respectful about it). They lose their right 
to the courtesy of privacy because of the 
harmful way they are acting—the same way 
violent murderers lose their right to roam 
freely because of the hazard they are to a 
peaceful society. Why are so many people 
so quick to defend the “privacy” of a guilty 
person? 
Addressing the last argument about 
it not being our place, I think that it is 
definitely our place to decide what is best. 
If someone in a relationship (that they 
willingly entered) betrays the trust of a 
person they promised to honour, then 
yes, it is entirely justified to intervene in 
this situation. You are contributing to the 
humiliation of the person being cheated 
on if you choose to be a bystander instead 
of stepping in. You are enabling the 
cheater by turning a blind eye. It may be an 
unfortunate situation, but you know this 
information now and you cannot act in any 
“neutral” way. There is no way to exit this 
situation morally ambiguous—either you 
support the guilty cheater or you support 
the hopelessly unaware person being 
cheated on. 
Your kindergarten teacher said it 
once and I’ll say it again: Treat others the 
way you would want to be treated. Would 
you want to be cheated on? You might not 
want to be involved but, thanks to your 
knowledge, you are. Thus, you should act 
the way you would want someone to act 
if you were the unfortunate person being 
cheated on.
Imagine living in a world where 
everyone exposed cheaters! Relationships 
would be a lot easier and it would be 
much harder for unhealthy, deception-
filled relationships to waste people’s time. 
Doesn’t everyone want that?
We should all feel obligated 
to expose cheaters
 › Turning a blind eye to cheating is immoral
Jesica Berget
Opinions Editor
Drug Abuse Resistance Education (DARE) is a program that you might 
have had the unfortunate privilege of being 
a part of. I’m sure many people remember 
in fifth or sixth grade when they pledged to 
stay drug- and alcohol-free and got a free 
T-shirt out of it. But how many people have 
actually kept that pledge? 
Unsurprisingly, not a lot. Sometimes 
it even backfires. Not only was DARE 
ineffective in keeping kids off of drugs, 
studies have found that those who went 
through the program were just as likely, 
if not more so, to drink or use drugs than 
those who did not participate. Turns out 
telling kids to “just say no” to drugs is 
not an effective way to keep them from 
partaking and actually makes them more 
curious about it. However, I don’t think 
that’s the only reason the drug education 
program is ineffective. 
The fact is, many people are going to 
drink or do drugs anyway, so you might as 
well honestly educate them on the topic. 
Kids will naturally be curious about drugs 
because it’s a new and seemingly scary 
thing to them. Telling kids to always refuse 
them without actually educating them on 
what they do is only going to make them 
more curious about it. I think instead of 
instilling more fear of drugs into children, 
the program should teach them about the 
different kinds of drugs and how each one 
affects you. That way, kids aren’t kept in 
the dark about something that they may 
take part in one day. Once they get 
older, they may want to experiment with 
recreational substances, so it’s important 
that they have the knowledge to do so 
safely and responsibly. 
There also needs to be more honest 
dialogue about what constitutes a drug. 
Think about it: Drinking, medications, 
medicine, and even caffeine and sugar 
are technically drugs. These aren’t always 
things that you smoke, inhale, or inject. 
They might be substances that you drink 
to wake up in the morning or help with 
your brain function, and even substances 
that you take to cure you from an illness. 
This separation of “good” and “bad” drugs 
can be confusing to kids who are trying to 
understand the concept. Teaching about 
all the different types of drugs can make 
them seem a lot 
less intimidating and will better, more 
accurately educate children. 
The only thing DARE was good for 
was making a bunch of kids scared to go to 
parties out of fear of being offered drugs. 
In future drug prevention programs, I hope 
people have enough foresight to realize 
that fearmongering and miseducation is 
not the way to enlighten our youth. Kids 
are smarter than that.
Why DARE doesn’t work
 › ‘Just saying no’ does not educate kids or prevent drug use
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Jesica Berget
Opinions Editor
Everyone has different ways of dealing with their grief over a dead pet. Stuffing 
their loved animal to forever commemorate 
and to mount as a decoration in their house 
is not, in my opinion, one of the healthier 
options. 
Taxidermy is a surprisingly fashionable 
trend these days. Depending on who you 
ask, taxidermy is seen as an art form or as 
an action that aids in the grieving of a lost 
pet. If you ask me, dead animals are not art 
or decorations, especially not when they’re 
deceased pets—and keeping their bodies 
is not going to help you grieve the loss of a 
loved one. 
Stuffing your pet to immortalize them 
just doesn’t seem like a good way to cope 
with their death. I feel like many people 
use this method because it makes them 
feel like their pet is still alive. This does 
not allow one to come to terms with death 
and in fact may might make the process of 
accepting it a lot more difficult. 
It’s undignified and disrespectful to 
the animal. You wouldn’t stuff and mount 
a dead person in your house, so why is an 
animal any different? How would you like it 
if someone stuffed you and kept you in the 
TV room as a macabre decorative piece? 
Speaking about taxidermy more 
generally, many people claim it’s an art 
form more than anything else. There’s 
even a Huffington Post article where a 
taxidermist claims that she enjoys it so 
much because it’s an artistic challenge 
with different “biological matter.” I’ll 
admit, some taxidermy “art” that I have 
seen is quite beautiful (but a lot of it is 
just creepy). However, I hold onto the 
belief that when we all eventually die, we 
should be given back to the earth as nature 
intended. I think stuffing animal bodies 
and pumping embalming fluid into them 
to put on your mantel as a quirky art piece 
is cruel and unnatural.   
I hope as our society evolves, 
taxidermizing animals is left in the past. 
There is nothing more depressing to me 
than seeing a once beautiful and lively 
animal being used as a bookend. They’re 
not objects. They were once living, 
breathing things and they should be 
respected.
Rants in your pants
 › Taxidermy is immoral and whole lot of creepy
Humour
Have an idea for a story?
 humour@theotherpress.ca
• Girl with nothing else going on ‘really 
into veganism now’
• Send to 10 people or you’ll get a friend 
for life
...and more!
Jacey Gibb
Distribution Manager
Male users of the dating app Hinge were left in disarray last Thursday after 
encountering a woman’s profile comprised 
exclusively of collages of different group 
photos.
“I was just cruising for a date this 
weekend, minding my own business, 
when this profile popped up. I don’t even 
know how to describe it,” Michael McBride 
recounted to the Other Press.
“I’ve been on dating apps for a while 
now, so I’ve seen some weird shit. We’re 
talking adult babies. But this… this ain’t 
right.”
The profile in question—under the 
name “Victoria”—has six different photos, 
all of which are made up of multiple other 
group photographs. 
“I’m on a boat, bitch,” one caption 
claimed, on a photograph that was in 
fact several pictures of women posing 
on houseboats. Another image was a 
composite of various bachelorette parties 
all posing in front of the same Kelowna 
winery with the caption “In it to wine it.”
The rest of the profile offered fewer 
clues, further puzzling potential bump 
buddies: 26 years old, 5’8”, “yes” to alcohol 
and a “no” to smoking, works at Lululemon.
“That could be literally half the 
women in this city,” claimed another male 
user who matched with “Victoria” but 
wished to remain anonymous. “And does 
she mean a storefront Lululemon? Or head 
office? The plot thickens.” 
The anonymous source also claimed 
that one picture in particular had so many 
shrunken group photos that there were 
potentially dozens of groups of women 
contained within the one picture.
“It was so small and pixelated,” the 
user said, while swiping left and right 
during the interview. “How am I possibly 
supposed to know if she’s someone I 
might want to unload my trauma on, have 
disconnected sex with for two weeks, then 
ghost completely?”
Representatives from Hinge did not 
immediately respond to our requests 
for a comment. However, the company’s 
policy (found online) mentions group 
photos under Section 8.C, claiming that it 
“respects users’ rights to confuse anyone 
checking out their profile,” though it does 
not “condone flooding the market with 
photos where it’s, like, really, really difficult 
to scope out some ass.”
But not every user was as 
flabbergasted by the photos. Tom Smith, a 
dating app enthusiast and long-time user 
of Hinge, sent a “like” to the mysterious 
profile.
“It’s like being on a treasure hunt,” 
explained Smith. “If you think about it, 
there are easily over a hundred women 
between all of these group photos. Any 
one of them could be ‘Victoria.’ Or if I 
want to get philosophical, maybe we’re all 
Victoria?”
Smith said he did not match with the 
profile but had high hopes that Victoria 
had just been out of WiFi range during the 
weekend, or maybe had just been really 
busy with work. 
“It might sound cheesy—some would 
call me a hopeless romantic even—but 
you’ll never know unless you smash that 
‘like’ button and slide into her DMs.”
Local woman’s 
dating profile just 
several collages of 
various group photos
 › Male users confused, annoyed, slightly aroused
Isabelle Orr
Entertainment Editor
In what some sources call a lateral move, local woman Wendy Robertson 
announced to press this Sunday that 
she is taking a big step into the world of 
veganism. 
“It just seemed like the right time for 
me,” said Robertson, who has an estimated 
$2,300 in credit card debt. “I’m excited to 
see what veganism can do for my image.”
Many vegans around the world list 
environmental concerns, health benefits, 
and the cruelty of the meat and dairy 
industry as their reasons for abstaining 
from animal products. 
“Those are all good reasons,” 
Robertson told Other Press reporters, 
shoving handfuls of Daiya shredded 
cheddar into her mouth. “But they’re not 
why I went vegan.” 
Robertson had dabbled in different 
lifestyle phases—ranging from Girl Who 
Really Loves Coffee, Girl Who Is Just One 
of the Guys, and that One Disney Fan 
Who’s Too Old for It and It Makes Everyone 
Else Uncomfortable—before turning to 
veganism.
After graduating from Douglas College 
with a degree in History, Robertson took 
a year off to travel to Berlin with her best 
friend Lana McKenzie. After their month-
long trip, McKenzie worked towards her 
Bachelor of Education and now teaches at a 
local elementary school.
“Lana totally sold out,” Robertson said 
at the press release. “We were supposed to 
go to Chiang Mai together. The next thing 
I knew, she was putting money towards 
retirement and going to the dentist. Plus, 
I saw her eat a grilled cheese the other 
day. Does she even know that cows have 
to be artificially inseminated to produce 
the amount of milk needed to support the 
dairy industry?”
Other Press reporters contacted 
McKenzie for her side of the story. 
“I love my job,” McKenzie stated from 
her nicely decorated apartment. “I always 
told Wendy I was working towards it. 
Anyway, I was raised vegetarian and urged 
her to try it during college. Plus I couldn’t 
go to Chiang Mai because I have a really 
serious nut allergy. Like, I could die. Did 
she tell you that part?” 
After moving back into her parents’ 
house at the age of 25, Robertson began 
buying strange spices, kitchen gadgets, and 
avocado-themed memorabilia. 
“Look at this,” Robertson’s mother 
Kimberly said, brandishing a reusable 
plastic container holding a strange pale 
blob. “What is—I don’t even know what 
this is. I’ve been pulling stuff out of this 
damn fridge all day. She’s using every single 
piece of my Tupperware, for God’s sake!”
Reporters watched as the elder 
Robertson dug around, pulling out wilted 
roots from crispers. “She’s never shown 
much of an interest in veganism. In fact, 
she once won a rib-eating contest when she 
was 18. It wasn’t until her brother finished 
medical school and her sister got hired 
at an East Coast law firm that she started 
asking me what seitan was. And don’t even 
ask, I’ve googled it six times and I’m still 
not sure what the hell it is.” 
“I post around eight vegan things a 
day,” Wendy Robertson said as she scrolled 
through her phone, which was most 
likely a product of unsafe child labour in 
a developing nation. “They usually range 
from cute and cuddly animals, or me eating 
a cruelty-free cupcake, to the inside of a 
bloody sheep’s intestine. Most people don’t 
like them, so I’ve lost a lot of followers—
but that’s how you know you’re really 
reaching people.”
 
Girl with nothing 
else going on ‘really 
into veganism now’
 › Reporters forced to watch ‘Cowspiracy’
issue 12// vol 45 humour // no. 17
Isabelle Orr
Entertainment Editor
Cordelia, the ghost of a little girl who died in a fire, visited Other Press 
offices for an exclusive press release last 
Friday. 
“I send my message out year after 
year,” she rasped through the gaping hole 
in the lower half of her face that used to 
be her mouth. “And I expect at least some 
people to respond. I didn’t get a single 
bite this Halloween.”
A victim of a warehouse fire in 
Ontario, the wizened, goblin-like figure 
shoots her best shot by sending a mass 
chain email every Halloween season. The 
email asks the receiver to forward the 
message to at least 10 friends, or Cordelia 
will appear in their bedroom and stare at 
them while they sleep. 
“Or, like, talk,” Cordelia explained, 
smoothing her once-white pinafore 
reminiscent of a child’s burial shroud. 
“Hang out. You know, normal stuff. I’m 
really into basketball. Hoping the 76ers 
go all the way this year.”
What started as a simple email 
quickly morphed into Facebook posts, 
swipe-through memes, and text chains.
“I was hoping that by diversifying 
from my original chain email, I could 
reach more people. It gets really lonely in 
the space between Hell and the mortal 
world. It’s like, I could chill by the Lake of 
Eternal Sorrow where I see all my loved 
ones drown on a loop or go to the Pits of 
Dread where all of my worst fears tear 
me apart in excruciating increments. But 
that gets so boring after a while. I’d love 
to sit down and talk to someone about 
how their boyfriend hasn’t really been 
there for them. Maybe some fondue. I 
really miss being able to just connect.” 
Jerry Saunders, who received the 
text on October 30, promptly sent the 
message to as many people as he could. 
“There’s no way I’m risking a creepy 
little girl watching me sleep,” Saunders 
told press. “That’s weird on so many 
levels. Plus, she’s haunted and stuff. I 
mean, that’s scary too. But the whole 
little girl in the room thing? Nah, man. 
That’s not me.”
Kristina Jenkins, who was presented 
the message through Instagram DMs, 
sent it to others for an entirely different 
reason. 
“It’s such a vintage Halloween joke,” 
she explained. “I remember getting this 
Chain email ghost saddened 
by lack of responses
 › Send to 10 people or you’ll get a friend for life
Ph
o
to
 il
lu
st
ra
ti
o
n
 b
y 
La
u
re
n
 K
el
ly
on my MySpace page! So classic. I sent it to 
more than 10 people. I even sent it to my 
mom! She didn’t respond—maybe Cordelia 
got her!”
The Other Press asked Cordelia if 
Jenkins’ mother sent the message on. 
“No,” Cordelia said mournfully, staring 
at reporters with glowing eyes that made 
everybody in the office momentarily 
ponder their own mortal fragility. “But 
Kristina’s mom sucks. I didn’t want to hang 
out with her. She sells weird essential oils 
and won’t admit it’s a pyramid scheme. 
I’d rather go back to the Lake of Eternal 
Sorrow for the billionth time or hang out 
with Bloody Mary. At least Mary likes to 
drink.”
Cordelia stood with a sharp cracking 
sound, her scabbed body moving like a 
haunted marionette. 
“Well, looks like it’s back to the Cage 
of Rabid Dogs for me. I’ll try again next 
year. I have a plan to specifically target 
people who have under 10 friends. That’s 
right, I’m talking about people who rock 
climb and won’t shut up about it.” 
Cordelia would like to pass on the 
message to readers that if you don’t like 
and share this article on at least three social 
media platforms, she will show up at the 
end of your bed at midnight and ask to 
watch all of the Legally Blondes, including 
Legally Blonde: The Musical—The Search 
for Elle Woods.
Caroline Ho
Assistant Editor
Can’t decide how to vote in the upcoming referendum on BC electoral 
reform? The province has just made things 
even simpler.
BC’s Really Independent Group for 
Great Electoral Decisions (RIGGED) 
has added to the referendum three new 
potential electoral systems that they 
promise are “really, really fair, like really,” 
according to RIGGED chairperson Demi 
O’Crassy.
“These proposed electoral systems 
are the result of a long series of studies 
and public consultations,” said O’Crassy 
at a press conference last Thursday. “After 
examining a combination of angry Twitter 
rants, low-effort Reddit memes, and 
Facebook polls about flavours of bubble 
tea, we feel that we have adequately and 
comprehensively gauged the political 
climate of BC. We conclude that our 
proposed voting systems are infallibly 
brilliant.”
The first system announced is Ranked 
Projectile Scoring. In each electoral 
district, the names of all candidates will 
be arranged on a standard-sized dart 
board, with a different point value assigned 
to each spot. On election day, voters 
will stand a fixed 
distance away from 
the board and vote 
by throwing darts, 
scoring points for the 
candidates based on 
where the projectile 
lands. The candidate 
who receives the 
most points will 
become the district’s 
representative.
“I know it 
doesn’t sound that 
fair,” said O’Crassy. 
“But trust me, we’ve 
got algorithms to 
figure this stuff out. 
Where candidates’ 
names are placed, 
how many darts 
you get—we have 
algorithms, I’m telling you. We have the 
best algorithms.”
Another proposed system is Portional 
Consumption (colloquially known as 
“First-past-the-puke”). This system does 
away with electoral districts in favour of a 
province-wide process of elimination. All 
candidates who hope to gain a legislative 
seat will convene in Victoria for a week-
long eating competition, broadcasted 
province-wide. Registered voters don’t 
vote for candidates directly, instead voting 
for the foods that every candidate must 
devour. Legislative hopefuls are kicked out 
of the running when they stop eating—one 
way or another.
RIGGED vice president Paul E. Mint 
told reporters, “It’s such a logical system. 
It’s a politician’s job to make the public 
swallow as much garbage as possible. Ergo, 
it makes sense to turn the tables.”
O’Crassy added, “Just please don’t 
literally turn the tables when they have 
food on them. We don’t have the budget to 
clean that up.”
The final electoral system RIGGED 
unveiled is Rural-Urban Perquisition, 
a never-before-seen system specifically 
designed for BC’s eclectic geography 
of controversial bike lanes, increasing 
gentrification, and long swathes of highway 
that become inaccessible after a good 
snowfall.
“Every candidate must participate in 
a month-long scavenger hunt across all of 
BC,” said Mint. “From the southernmost 
tip of Vancouver Island to the Northwest 
Territories border, prospective MLAs will 
embark on a series of kayak trips, rush-
hour commutes, and caribou rides in 
search of elusive treasures to prove their 
merit.”
RIGGED was unwilling to specify what 
candidates would be hunting for. However, 
O’Crassy hinted that the items on the 
list would include elusive rarities such as 
“non-hipster coffee houses” and “affordable 
housing.”
At the end of each day, the electorate 
votes for which candidates to eliminate 
based on a set of completely arbitrary 
criteria. Legislature will be comprised of 
whoever completes the scavenger hunt 
without being knocked out by either the 
electorate or Mother Nature.
Douglas College Political Science 
professor Dr. Elle Lector spoke to the Other 
Press to weigh in on the proposed new 
systems.
“Personally, I’m in favour of Ranked 
Projectile Scoring. It’s the system that 
requires the least qualified candidates and 
the most effort from the voters themselves. 
After all, we want to make voting as 
needlessly complicated and exclusionary as 
possible. Only then can we be sure that the 
people really care,” said Lector.
She conceded that RIGGED’s systems 
may seem a little unpalatable to ordinary 
British Columbians, but that people should 
still pick a favourite and stick to it with 
mindless, unwavering conviction.
“Yes, these electoral systems are a 
bit silly,” said Lector. “But as dubious as 
they may seem, are they really any more 
ludicrous than first-past-the-post?”
BC announces new electoral systems
 › Vote for your favourite today!
Creative Works
Vlad Krakov
Contributor
Cannot remember what I did in the morning but in the afternoon I bussed 
over to Anna’s to pick my stuff up and 
more generally to hang out. Jenna and 
Brenda and Bobby there too. Beautiful 
sunny hanging-out-in-lush-backyard day. 
Anna looking so cute in gold-rimmed 
glasses which I’ve never seen before and 
really dug, there on the kitchen counter 
sorting her life out through this device 
(her future starting-school-in-montreal 
life) as those with less worries lounge just 
outside and Jessica beloved sister looks 
for food and they share strawberry beer 
and laughter. Anna furthermore looking 
into same Ayn Rand essay competition 
which I had earlier been interested in and 
after reading The Fountainhead  angrily 
rejected, so I warned her of the dangers 
that lay therein. Afterwards we biked to 
meet up with her French friend Theo and 
to look for available basketball court to play 
basketball, biking all around magnificent 
upper east side bc at elemntary school the 
courts occupied by strange on-the-concrete 
yoga class, and other parks occupied 
already by basketballers, until finally we 
arrived at Van Tech highschool of which I 
have distant memories too bc Jennie went 
to school here… And all the while on my 
bike (Anna’s bike technically, mine still 
trapped in my garage locked up bc I lost the 
key) my sleeping bag and tent and tarp all 
bungie-corded to the back bc I’d left them 
at Anna’s a couple weeks ago so I looked 
(and felt!) like a rover, a wanderer, living 
humbly and simply off in my bike-and-tent 
way. In summary we biked around alot and 
played basketball in two different places, 
Van Tech and Trout LAke Park, playing 
both bump and three-on-three bball with 
someone always sitting on the sideline (bc 
7 of us, with Skye sweet humble Skye) and 
cheering and making funny commentary 
or otherwise out of hot baking sun into 
the cool shade of the narrow hallways 
of the school, where the squeaking of 
sneakers upon baskerball court echoing 
for they were playing inside as well, the 
highschoolers I mean, and friendly Filipino 
janitor says warmly, “Feel free to come in, 
to get water, you need it, it’s real hot out.” 
and I utilize now-tiny water fountain and 
urinals and tiny stairs and tiny hallways 
and when we’re tired of basketball we play 
hackey sack (which I kick on roof and we 
have big fun ordeal of first hoisting up Skye 
and then Bobby up there, in the process 
Skye holds up my hand as we hoist her up 
in tender moment) and bike around some 
more until finally we are sitting in Trout 
Lake park just exhausted and hot, so hot 
wanting to get naked, with our slurpees 
from Husky in our further attempt to 
recapture our childhoods, which although 
I did not know the Van TEch team in 
Marpole childhood is essentially the same 
as mine, same tropes of rushing around 
on bikes and saying howdy to Jenna’s 
mother as we pass by house and she’s 
gardening there and she yells out “Have 
you all got your helmets?” But only four 
of seven do and we bike away laughingly 
and guiltily and just generally terrorize the 
neighbourhood and even Skye who makes 
big mature adult mistake of DRIVING to 
Van Tech to play basketball with us (with 
two White Spot coworkers who see us and 
want no part in our childhood fun) and 
promptly drives back to get bike, and yes 
us recreating that shared yet not shared 
Vancouver childhood and introducing 
foreign Theo to all of it (his first slurpee) 
and at the end of it we sit there hot as hell 
among all these other people sitting there 
too, also tired from playing basketball or 
otherwise just lounging in park with picnic 
blankets and musics, and all of us silently 
sitting observing sky (and I observing Skye 
observing sky) and resting with nowhere 
to be except perhaps getting home in 
time for dinner and the world warm and 
comfortable and all us silently proud of 
our achievement, that we have recaptured 
the summer essence of our bike-riding 
and running-into-school-for-some-water 
childhood, and I personally so excited and 
so warmed and so inspired that humble 
happy Anna has shown me that such days 
are still possible, basketball-and-slurpee 
days, in your twenties, with everyone 
wearing simple tee-shirt and shorts and 
sneakers or otherwise sandals just as in 
childhood, things I have forgotten after so 
many glum nights with fashionable Ernesto 
and Karl, and luckily I had left my sneakers 
at Anna’s too so I could fit right in. Anna, I 
will remember this big red letter Basketball 
Day.
Isabelle Orr
Entertainment Editor
After moving to a new apartment, I invited over a friend whose taste in 
interior decorating runs unparalleled. 
With a couple of throw rugs and an empty 
photo frame, he can turn a cave littered 
with animal bones from the Late Triassic 
era into a clean, bright space suitable for 
a home office. In contrast, my natural 
inclination for sloppiness meant my past 
rooms had a similar theme involving a lot 
of garbage bags, crusted-over plates, and 
mattresses on the floor. 
I brought my friend over to my new 
apartment, anxious to see what he would 
think. He paused by the window, stroking 
his chin thoughtfully. 
“Plants,” he said. “I would fill this 
entire room with plants.”
My friend, a bona-fide plant fanatic, 
had been banned from buying any more 
plants after he had let a sheer mass of 
them grow to become a small jungle in his 
living room. I had watched him frantically 
compare ceramic pots on 
Amazon as if he were buying 
stocks overseas. 
Personally, I had been 
thinking something along the 
lines of buying a decorative 
pillow and calling it a day. 
“I could never take care of a 
plant.”
“All this space,” he said, 
waving his hand with the 
confidence of someone whose 
concept of decorating wasn’t a 
pile of dirty laundry on a chair. 
“You will get a plant. I’ll take 
you.”
Buying plants had 
become popular in my social 
sphere—or had always been 
popular and I had missed the 
memo. Lots of friends and 
acquaintances had talked 
about being “plant parents,” 
something that seemed to me 
like a waste of time and money. 
Most of my disposable income 
was spent on clothes or food, 
things that gave me instant gratification 
and a sharp burst of serotonin. 
Over the past year or so, my friends 
had slowly begun to work towards goals 
that seemed as out-of-the-blue to me as 
buying plants. One friend had settled 
into a salaried job as a designer and told 
me about her plans with her long-term 
boyfriend. 
“We might move to Victoria, buy a 
condo there,” she told me over brunch.
“Back to the island?” We had both 
attended high school in Nanaimo and 
moved to Vancouver to escape a town 
where the only activity was drinking in a 
gravel pit. 
“To be closer to my parents.” My friend 
had driven us to brunch in her Kia Soul. 
“And David really wants kids.” 
Children? I started hyperventilating 
into my hash browns. She wasn’t my only 
friend with plans for her future—another 
had decided to start marine training to 
become a deckhand, one was a nurse with 
a five-year plan that included two sons 
and a daughter, and another was finishing 
his master’s and becoming a professor. In 
contrast, I once wore a full-piece bathing 
suit to work under my clothing because I 
had run out of clean bras and underwear.
The people around me had collectively 
held a meeting while I was in the bathroom 
and they’d decided to start doing things 
with their lives. I felt adrift in half-baked 
plans. I thought I might go back for my 
master's degree, teaching degree, or 
travel abroad. I was never sure enough of 
anything to move towards any concrete 
goal. 
I went to meet my friend at the 
greenhouse, squeezing through the aisles 
of plants. 
“This one is good for low light,” he 
explained. “This one needs direct sunlight. 
And this one needs sunlight, but not 
directly, and not too strong. And only once 
a week in the winter, but every third week 
in the summer. And you’ll need to buy a 
bigger pot and repot it when it begins to 
grow, otherwise it’ll run out of room and 
strangle itself.” 
The concepts of math and 
responsibility made my head spin. I 
couldn’t take care of this plant. I couldn’t 
even take care of myself! It would die, small 
and brown, and I would have to bury its 
sad corpse in the backyard like the dead 
hummingbird my childhood dog brought 
me. 
My friend saw me start to panic. He 
grabbed me by the shoulders and shook me 
like a doll. “Isabelle,” he said. “Just water it. 
It will take a long time to grow. It doesn’t 
happen just like that.” 
The long fronds of a two-foot-tall, 
spiky fern grabbed at my hair as I walked 
by. Each leaf was striped with three 
different shades of green. I checked the tag, 
which read TROPICAL PLANT and didn’t 
help me in any way. 
My friend grabbed a frond and 
inspected it. “This one is good.” 
I lugged it 15 blocks home and put it 
at the end of my dresser near the window. 
Outside of my room, my friends were 
falling in love, finding careers, and making 
their lives their own. 
I watered my plant. We both needed 
time to grow.
Basketball day (20th): A stream of consciousness
The delayed gratification of house plants
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Weekly crossword
Caroline Ho
Assistant Editor
ACROSS
1. Money
6. Pong creator
11. Reimburse
14. Former energy giant that 
went bankrupt in 2001
15. Card game with 
gambling and bluffing
16. Historical period
17. Anticipate
18. Card game also called 
“twenty-one”
20. Candy dispenser
21. Romantic flower
23. Golf prop
24. Writing implement
26. Infamous plane hijacker 
Cooper
28. Raison _’__
32. Greek Dawn goddess
33. A greater amount
36. Careen
37. Card game played by 
putting down poker 
hands (2 wds.)
39. Jerusalem’s country 
(abbr.)
41. “_ __ in xylophone” 
42. Repeatedly scold
43. Slip up
44. Gaming cube
45. Highest card
50. __ and crafts
52. Position for a picture
54. “Go team!” cry
55. Like a high-pitched 
voice
57. Opposite SW
58. Snakebite toxins
61. Tile game __jong 
63. Baseball officials, in 
brief
65. Untruth
66. Single-player card game
70. Did not
72. Card game similar to 
3-down, played with a 
special deck
73. Card game where 
players can lie about 
cards placed
74. Vote into office
75. Wager
76. Speed
77. Titles for woman 
knights
DOWN
1. Jumps
2. Dry
3. Card game where the 
object is to get rid of 
one’s hand (2 wds.)
4. King, en français
5. Handed over as a 
responsibility
6. Police alerts, in brief
7. City in Spain or Ohio
8. Alias acronym
9. Four-sided shape, for 
short
10. Annoyed
11. Small legume
12. Rainbow
13. Hairy beast
19. Taunt
22. Mac or Windows, e.g.
25. Cabin component
27. Card game with two 
pairs of partnerships
29. Card game with raising 
and folding, a variant of 
15-across (3 wds.)
30. Span
31. Otherwise
33. Member of the LDS 
Church
35. Roald Dahl book __ Trot
37. Iraqi port city
38. Envelop
40. Hit F5 on a webpage
42. Flatbread
49. Bond creator Fleming
51. Indigenous people of 
Northern Europe
53. French post-
Impressionist Georges
56. Door fastener
58. Political second-in-
command
59. Chop finely
60. Badger dens
62. “That’s so funny!”
64. Allot
66. Long sandwich, for 
short
67. The loneliest number
68. Parcel of land
69. Plural ending for many 
words ending in Y
71. In the style of (2 wds.)
Weekly crossword: Card games
By Caroline Ho, Assistant Editor
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
14 15 16
17 18 19
20 21 22 23
24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31
32 33 34 35 36
37 38 39 40 41
42 43 44 45
46 47 48 49
50 51 52 53 54
55 56 57 58 59 60
61 62 63 64 65
66 67 68 69 70 71
72 73 74
75 76 77
M O M A B R E E D A F T
E P I C T O S C A I R I S
W I S H Y W A S H Y M E C H
H E E R O O S T S T A
T O M A M S S O N A R
A N A S I T I C K T O C K
R E S E T R E P A S T
A G H A D O N O R E R A S
R O U S E D C R I M P
C H I T C H A T M L F O R
E I G H T N E O F R Y
A P U O S A K A C U R
S H A W K N I C K K N A C K
E O N S I N T R O I F S O
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Imagine your tuition fees 
could increase by any amount
with no notice. 
That’s what international students
face EVERY SEMESTER.
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